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Resolution Document

The participants of the “2009 Orangutan Conservation Colloquium”
held in Sabah, Malaysia, on October 1st - 2nd 2009,

-note the importance of corridors within a fragmented landscape for
biodiversity conservation, orang-utans and other wildlife, and
recognize the need to re-establish connections between orangutan
populations,

- And arrived at the following priority recommendations by
consensus:
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GENERIC RECOMMENDATIONS

- All recommendations above to be formulated by SWD as a position
paper and endorsed by the Sabah State Cabinet.

-Some of the action points below are already in existing policies or
draft policies being considered by the Sabah State Government. It
is therefore urged that the Sabah State Government implement
these policies or approve the pending draft policies.

- All these recommendations are not necessarily specific to
orangutan conservation
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SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendations pertaining to Land Issues

We envision the creation of contiguous wildlife corridors of natural
habitat in order to balance sustainable development and the
conservation of orang-utans as flagship species for wider
biodiversity. The development of such corridors must be pragmatic

and enforceable through legal clarity and community engagement.
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-Important forest fragments for orangutans shall be connected
through wildlife corridors or additional patches of forest or other
connectivity schemes as deemed necessary.
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-Wildlife corridors must be the minimum of 100 m along each side
of all major rivers within the distribution of wild orang-utans,
exceptions will be made where there are established villages. In
cases where there are established villages, 100m wildlife corridors
will circumvent the village boundaries.
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-Power in property and control of river (riparian) reserves (as
implied in the Land Ordinance) within natural distribution of
orang-utans should be delegated to Sabah Wildlife Department.
Alienated land within the recommended 100m wildlife corridors to
be acquired by SWD.
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-However NT will not be acquired by compulsory acquisition by the
State or its appointed agent will enter into a private treaty
agreement with individual land owners, and managed by SWD.
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To further
Government should shift target paradigms of measuring palm oil
production from hectarage to yield/ha.

mitigate against deforestation/degradation,
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-It is suggested that the State Government adopt a stringent policy
in line with RSPO Principles & Criteria and ideally legislated.
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Recommendations pertaining to land acquisition

The group envisages the creation of a contiguous green corridor
through various means including compulsory acquisition:
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-Acquisition of land along designated rivers and between isolated
patches of forest supporting wildlife to provide for wildlife corridors
in consultation with various stakeholders.
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- Create a sizeable fund to compensate landowners and to restore to
its original natural forest state.
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- Enforce Riparian reserves to ensure legal compliance on
biodiversity, amongst other existing laws/international agreements.
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-Management guidelines should be superimposed on NT Land that
is necessary for the viability of a wildlife corrdior. Landowners will
be compensated for the loss of opportunity income.
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Recommendations pertaining to financial options

The group aims at developing financing solutions for the effective
rehabilitation and restoration of Orangutan habitat within the
Kinabatangan Landscape as a model for Borneo.
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-Mandate that all mills and supply bases within the Kinabatangan
landscape be RSPO- (or other robust, credible and marketable
certification scheme) certified, and this to be matched with policy
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incentives/disincentives from government.

-Government, industry and stakeholders work together to brand
RSPO- RSPO- credible and marketable
certification scheme) certified sustainable palm oil from an OU
landscape (Kinabatangan). Possible financial benefits derived from
this action MUST be channelled back to the OU landscape
(Kinabatangan)

‘Develop a landscape level carbon/PES/biodiversity trading bloc of

(or other robust,

landowners in the Kinabatangan landscape.
-Multi-stakeholders to fund an expert group to identify transaction

costs, funding sources and management plans for the

Kinabatangan landscape to meet the overall objectives.
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Mechanisms:
-Company-driven annual conservation budget allocation matched
by government (double) funds constituent on RSPO certification.

‘Design a financing mechanism that would provide solutions for
biodiversity conservation within the agricultural landscape, and
package this mechanism into a proposal to be submitted for
seed-grants/loans available from multi-lateral aid agencies within
the climate change response arena. Specific sources are: ADB
climate adaptation fund, GEF-Climate change seed grants, UNEP
climate change programme, and the EU (dependent upon

involvement of EU companies).

Recommendations pertaining to the establishment of forest
corridors
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The group recognizes that forest corridors are crucial in
maintaining and enhancing the ecosystem services of Sabah,

including biodiversity and ecological integrity.
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-Recommendations:
Identify crucial forest fragments and connectivity needs to
maintain and enhance the ecosystem services of Sabah.

- Determine the width requirements of riparian reserves to
maintain key ecosystem services provided by major river systems
(e.g. Sg. Kinabatangan, Sg. Segama, Sg. Sugut), with the ultimate
aim of demarcating them on the ground and giving them legal
protection.

‘Review and formulate policies and legislation that facilitate the
implementation of forest corridors.
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-At the replanting phase, as well as for new plantings, require
agricultural land users to create and maintain forest corridors. This
should be prescribed as an environmental impact mitigating
measure as provided for under current environmental laws.

-Restore connectivity between existing forest fragments.
-Explore possible incentives (e.g. tax deductions, grants) for the

voluntary allocation of land for conservation purposes, such as
wildlife corridors.
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Recommendations pertaining to translocation exercises

Translocation is not a stand-alone solution for the long-term
survival of orangutan populations but can be used as a
management tool to complement the development of wildlife
corridors in saving orangutans in fragmented landscapes.
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-To undertake research and to develop criteria and guidelines for
translocating orangutans in fragmented landscapes.

-To develop funding mechanisms and capacity for release site
assessment, translocation and post translocation monitoring of
orangutans.
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